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Sangha News 2017 


The Appearance of The National Teacher's Monument 


When you have the mallet to smash space and the ability to rend a 
mountain, then for the first time you arrive at where there are 
originally no seams or gaps, 
where you don't see any flaws or | 
scars. But who is such a 
person? 
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Emperor Suzong asked National 
Teacher Zhong, "After passing 
away, what will you need?"(Right | 
now he doesn't lack anything.) 

The teacher said, "Make me a I 
seamless monument. "(Where do you | 
start?) The emperor said, "Please tell 
me the monument's appearance."(It 
can't be fully depicted, can't be 
completely drawn.) 


The teacher, after a silence, said, 

"Understand?"(Here you can't I 
understand; though not 
understanding, don't seek 1 
elsewhere.) The emperor said, "I don't understand."(Now he's getting 
somewhere.) The teacher said, "I have a disciple to whom I have 
transmitted the teaching, named Danyuan: he knows about this 
matter."(If the ancestors don't finish, the trouble reaches the 

descendants.) 

Later the emperor summoned Danyuan and asked him about the 
meaning of this.(An adept ruler doesn't forget last instructions.) 
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Issan-ji temple 


monda 


* 7:00 am zazen 
(sitting meditation) 

* 7:40 am morning 
service - (chanting 
service) 

6:00 pm zazen 

6:40 pm evening 
chanting service 

fast montfay of each 
month, no morning 
schedule 


6:00 am zazen 
6:40 am kinhin 

(walking meditation) 

6:50 am zazen 
7:20 am chanting 
service 

7:40 am soji (brief 
temple cleaning) 

* 6:00 pm to 7:00pm 
queer meditation 
space * 


















Danyuan said, South of Xiang, north of Tan: (The sky is high, earth is 
wide, the sun is to the left the moon is to the right.) Therein is gold 
filling the whole country.(It fills all of space.) Under the shadowless 
tree, the communal ferryboat:(So dense and fine even a golden knife 
can't cut it open.) In the crystal palace, no one who knows.(Silent and 
still, the screen hanging down, he doesn't show this face.) 


The Book of Serenity Translated by Thomas Cleary 


dharma talks @10:15am, Saturdays 


wednesda 


_ hszc speakers 

Rev Myo Lahey (our Abbot) - Feb 18, 25 Mar 11, 18, 25 

Rev Daiko Tanzen, David Bullock - Feb 11 

_ guest speakers 


Rev Ko Shin, Steven Tierney - Feb 4: Rev Jisan, Tova Green - Mar 
4; Rev Kogen Seido, Jamie Howell - Apr 1; Rev Fugan, Gene Bush - Apr 
22; Rev Anshi Daigi, Zachary Smith - May 20; Rev Shokan, Jordan 
Thorn - May 27; Fugen, Gene Bush - Jul 15; Rev Shosan Victoria Austin 
- July 29; Rev Anshi Daigi, Zachary Smith - Aug 19; Rev Ko Shin, Steven 
Tierney - Sep 2; Rev Shokan, Jordan Thorn - Sep 30; Rev Kogen Seido, 
Jamie Howell - Nov 11; 


we now offer a queer meditation space evening, 
on tuesdays 6pm, please join us. no formal zen forms, a 
shorter mediation period than our usual zazen & discussion 
time/social time included, the format is designed to evolve to 
the desires & request of the attendees, it is from 6pm to 7pm. 


Dogen Zenji Birthday 

Saturday, Jan. 28@llam - We will celebrate that 817 years 
ago Dogen in Kyoto Japan was born. He a few decades later, 
founded our Soto school of Zen in Japan after traveling to 
China and training under a few teachers but notably Rujing, a 
master of the Chinese Caodong (Chinese Soto Zen) lineage. 


6:00 am zazen 

6:40 am kiuhin 

6:50 am zazen 

7:20 am chanting 
service 

7:40 am soji 


6:00 pm zazen 

6:40 pm chanting 
service 

** tluirsdays study 
liour (buddhist text) 
7:30pm** 


Saturdays 


6:30 am zazen 

7:10 am chanting 
service 

7:25 am soji 

8:30 am drop-in 
instruction 

9:25 am zazen 

10:15 am dharma 
talk 

*11:00 am 
ref res h m ent sf s oci a I 

* if a ceremony 
applies it wiii occur 
before social time 























He is widely respected for his beautiful writing, teachings and 
thorough documentation of how a monastery should operate 


A Chinese New Year for the year 4715 (lunar new year) 
celebration! - 

Saturday, January 28 @ ~ll:40am - Remembrance 
to those who have gone beyond. This is the year of the 
FIRE Rooster. 

Chinese New Year decor, treats and the symbolic call to our 
deceased loved ones, followed by offerings to make their 
current state a more enjoyable one and to remember them by 
sending loving intentions through joss paper offerings. Also the 
event we recognize our completed goals and wishes by offering 
our 2016 Daruma to the beyond in the joss paper fire and 
installing a new Daruma by coloring in one eye as setting the 
next annual goal (traditional Daruma process). 

This day in China is also recognized as the birthday 
of Maitreya Bodhisattva (later Buddha), the Buddha-to-be. 

Thus people also abstain from killing animals (eating meat) on 
this day. 



Parinirvana remembrance & ceremony ©; 

February 11 @llam - 

...the Tathagata has completely extinguished the fire of the 
mental afflictions that have been accumulated over countless 
aeons, the nature of the diamond Tathagata permanently 
endures - not transforming and not diminishing.* 

We'll have a brief ceremony commemorating the entry into 
Nirvana of Shakyamuni Buddha, following a short Dharma talk 
at the usual time of 10:15 a.m. Everyone is welcome & invited 
to attend. 



■ Please support 
Issan-ji Temple 


Dharma Study, 
Resident Student 
Program, Our Practice 
Schedule, the Space & 
Programs offered to 
the Public. 



Donations are tax 
deductible 


we are a 501-C 3 non¬ 
profit 


Sangha Council 



















February 17 @ 7:30pm - council runs for ~ 90 minutes maximum — 
we're continuing this format that is flexible enough for a diversity of 
needs, the primary focus has been recently on operational 
matters & new programs, the session is open to added topics as 
well & you do not need to have an 'issue' or overt concern to attend. All 
are welcome! 


Full Moon Ceremony 

Saturday, March 11 @llam - March's Full Moon is traditionally 
called the Full Worm Moon by the Native Americans who used 
the Moons to track the seasons; Colonial Americans also used 
these names, especially those of the local Algonquin tribes who 
lived between New England and Lake Superior. At the time of 
this spring Moon, the ground begins to soften and earthworm 
casts reappear, inviting the return of robins. In some regions, 
this is also known as the Sap Moon, as it marks the time when 
maple sap begins to flow and the annual tapping of maple 
trees begins. For us this is our monthly opportunity to renew 
our bodhisattva vows. The ceremony is about 30 minutes in 
length and occurs after the Dharma talk. 


Study Hour 

Thursdays each week @7:30pm - currently: selected Studies of Zen 
Master Dogen. see our website for details. So far all have been from the 
Dogen Shobogenzo version compiled & translated by Kazuaki 
Tanahashi. 


Closure & schedule changes - 

last monday of each month - no morning program, only evening schedule 
Feb 20, 2017 presidents day 
April 17, 2017 

May 29, 2017 memorial day 

Study hour canceled due to MyO travel February 8 & April 19, 26 & 
May 4 


Founder Monthly Memorials - Issan Dorsey's is the 6th of each 
month & Philip Whalen's is the 26th (or closest dates to these if cant 
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be on that day) - evenings at 6:40pm or Saturday mornings 


Practice discussions at hszc are available with Rev. Daiko Tanzen, 
David Bullock & Dokusan with Rev. Myo Lahey please call us, approach them directly, 
or email: info@hszc.org to request to schedule time. 



iukai for Ben & Richard - Jan 7, 2017 - a heavily attended event thanks to the many friends and supporters 
of these two individuals. It was a joyful event with a fully packed zendo for this celebration and we hope to 
see our many first time visitors back to practice with us in the near future. Congrats Richard and Ben! 


Words from our Abbot, Rey Myo Lahey (transcribed by sangha) 

.. .sometimes strictness is forced upon us whether we want it or not. 

In Zenshin’s [Philip Whalen] case he was quite sick for many years, 
many years. Acutely sick off and on and several times hospitalized. 
Flunked hospice twice as he like to say and he was quite sick. In a 
way that can be great assistance to practice because it is a strict 
situation from which there is no escape. And teachings such as the 
teaching of “the elbow does not bend outwards” are in front of faces 
the whole time. Leaving us no loop holes, and no nest to hide out in. 
When our body is failing or afflicted in some way or we’re in some 
other kind of difficult situation we're really cornered, then we 
understand or we have an opportunity to understand the elbow and its 
brilliant function. 

Zenshin studied this teaching I think very thoroughly, and because 
his study was quite thorough, I think he recognized that he never 
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actually arrived or actually left. He did not arrive to be abbot and he 
did not get carted off to hospice a couple times. This is the fluid 
shape of appearances, but is not actually so. And therefore he is not 
actually coming home now as ashes to be put in the ground. I think 
he understood all that, and we can begin to pay back our debt to our 
teachers if we also study relentlessly until we also understand. 

This ceremony is about ashes and putting ashes in the earth and our 
ancestor Dogen as you may recall had some strict things to say about 
ashes. He said you bum wood and then there’s ash, but for the 
sentient being there is a universe of exclusively linear processes 
where firewood turns into ash. Dogen said most of us as we observe 
the world would agree that ash does not turn back into firewood 
again, so we might then start to think that ash is somehow future and 
firewood is somehow past and he says it’s actually not that way. 
Firewood and ash or if you like late abbot and ash have their own 
future and past and are independent of their future and past; most 
specifically what was the late abbot is not now ash. 

So that we could go through the ceremony and somehow just ran the 
film back until the ash came up out of the ground and turned into the 
large late abbot again; this is the fantasy of a physicist perhaps but 
will never speak to our whole experience of this endlessly mysterious 
world. So ash is just ash; and if we study ash very closely we can see 
this. So ash and elbows have this quality, that they are a certain way 
and not some other way. Sentient beings have the sometimes a little 
bit tendency to wish fervently that this were not so, that elbows 
worked differently or that ash had some different perhaps more 
convenient qualities, but as they say they say the wheels of samsara, 
the dharma as things as they are just continues to unfold quite apart 
from our assertions and denials... 

June 26 2004 hszc dharma talk 

















Issan-ji temple has an amazing library; newtitles are added regularly and are available for members to 
checkout. We just askyou observe the due dates andgetthe book backforthe nexteagerBuddhfst 
reader waiting in line for the book. If you're not a member currently this library is reason enough to join 
today! Click hereto read a longer list of new additions and a few highlighted additions below. 

• Bhikkhu Bodhi - Buddha's Teachings on Social And Communal Harmony ** 

• Gil Fronsdal - Buddha before Buddhism: Wisdom from the Early Teachings ** 

• Jason Wirth - Engaging Dogen's Zen: Philosophy of Practice as Awakening ** 

• Dale Wright - What Is Buddhist Enlightenment? ** 

• Eugene Watson Burlingame - Buddhist Parables (Translated from the Original Pali) 

• Kobun Chino Otogawa - Embracing Mind ** 

• Kazuaki Tanahashi/John Daido Loori - True Dharma Eye: Zen Master Dogen's 300 Koans 

• Thubten Chodron - Good Karma ** 

• David Loy - New Buddhist Path 

• Michael Dillon/Lobzang Jivaka - Out of the Ordinary: A Life of Gender And Spiritual Transitions** 

• Thich Nhat Hanh - Together We Are One: Honoring Our Diversity. Celebrating Our Connection 

• Angel Williams - Radical Dharma ** 


.... and also some new Philip Whalen and Chogyam Trungpa ** books. 


- 2016/17 publications 







Soji-Ji, Yokohama, Japan - Dec 2016 

(above and picture in top section of newsletter of guest and student meditation hall alter) 


Temple building update 


Recently our outdoor front bulletin board was vandalized. The lock to close the front glass door/panel was broken out (the 
cylinder, so thankfully minimal board damage) and more unfortunate they then stole our small and not costly pride flag and 
a small calligraphy piece created by a sangha member for Issan-ji; and in previous months someone scratched what looks 
like a graffiti tag into the glass which is not highly noticeable, but still saddening to have occurred. If you see individuals 
damaging our property or our neighbors, please let us know any details you can so that we can report to the correct and 
appropriate authorities to help reduce vandalism and damage to properties in our neighborhood. This is including our 
frequent intoxicated friends who might do bizarre things in altered states wandering to and from local bars. And as always 
our city environment has dangers in all the neighborhoods so please keep a watchful eye on your surroundings and those 
around you in all neighborhoods in the city particularly when it is dark outside. 


Thank you :'( 























